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STANDERTON  -  Members of the Economic Freedom Fighters 
(EFF) took to the streets on Thursday, 26 April, to hand a memoran-
dum of demands over to Standerton Provincial Hospital’s CEO, Mr 
Nhlanhla Dladla. Led by the Provincial Chairperson and member of 
Mpumalanga Legislature, Mr Collin Sedibe. The march started in 
Sakhile and headed toward the provincial hospital with police main-
taining a low profile. 
   Gert Sibande Regional Co-ordinator, Mr Thabiso Mofokeng, read 
the memorandum to the CEO and hospital management: 
•	 Some staff members complained about working under high pres-

sure due to a shortage of qualified and skilled human resources.
•	 Patients complained about sleeping on the floor due to a shortage 

of beds.
•	 People are turned away by nurses who demand referral letters from 

clinics.
•	 The Tshabalala family bitterly complained about the inhuman 

treatment and negligence their late mother suffered while at the 
hospital, which resulted in her death in March 2017.  Sebongile 
Tshabalala said that the department is investigating a case of negli-
gence against the hospital.

   Demands directed to the hospital’s CEO for speedy attention and 
implementation were as follows: 
•	 More doctors and qualified nurses must be employed.
•	 Improvement of conditions at the patients’ reception area, cleanli-

ness and the standard of hygiene in the patients’ wards.
•	 Patients must be treated with respect and dignity by nursing staff 

and people living with HIV-Aids must not be segregated from oth-
er out-patients when they come to collect their medication.

•	 Improvement of hospital buildings and maintenance, water and 
sanitation.

•	 100% free public health care, following allegations of patients be-
ing turned away because they don’t have money or are unemployed 
is unconstitutional and nobody should be turned away from any 
health centre including the hospital.

•	 People, including very ill patients, are forced to stand in long queues 
to get files, long queues to collect medication and long queues and 
several hours before they can be attended to by a doctor.

•	 Emergency Services must be separated from casualty services in 
order that doctors can attend to emergency cases without delay.

•	 All clinics must operate on a 24-hour basis and ambulances must 
be stationed at every clinic and health centre.

•	 People travel long distances to Ermelo for orthotropic and pros-
thetic services and Standerton should provide these facilities to 
minimise travelling costs for the poor majority of people.

•	 Adequate accommodation facilities for doctors in the close prox-
imity of the hospital.

   Mr Dladla acknowledged the receipt of the memorandum and prom-

EFF members dance and chant slogans outside Standerton Provincial Hospital when they 
handed a memorandum of demands, regarding inadequate health services to the poor, over 
to the CEO.

EFF march against poor health service
ised to respond to some matters within 30 
working days as stipulated.  Marchers dis-

persed peacefully and no incidents were re-
ported according to police. DM


